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Introduction to Canon Law
Sunday, March 15, 2026

This session will introduce participants to the legal system of the Catholic Church, exploring the Code of Canon Law. Themes to be considered include the interpretation of law; the rights and duties of the Christian faithful, especially the lay faithful; and selected issues in sacramental law.
 

Class Preparations

BOOKS

Code of Canon Law, Latin-English Edition: New English Translation, Fourth Printing (Washington, DC: Canon Law Society of America, 2023); ISBN 978-1-932208-65-8.

James A. Coriden, An Introduction to Canon Law (Revised) (London: Burns and Oates, 2024).


READING ASSIGNMENTS

A. Ideally, the student will read James Coriden’s An Introduction to Canon Law (Revised) in its entirety. If that is not possible, then I suggest the various sections of the book be read in the following order, as time permits:


1. Introductory Issues, pages 1–55
2. The Christian Faithful, pages 59–70
3. Hierarchical Structures, pages 71–98
4. The Teaching Function, pages 109–118
5. The Sanctifying Function, pages 119–153
6. Temporal Goods, pages 173–180
7. The Governing Function, pages 157–171
8. Applying the Rules, pages 201–205
9. Processes, pages 191–198
10. Sanctions in the Church, pages 181–190
11. Consecrated and Apostolic Life, pages 99–106

B. From the Code of Canon Law, read canons 204–231, 381–402, and 849–878.
